Domestic fungal viable propagules and sensitization in children with IgE mediated allergic diseases.
In order to study the possible relationship between domestic fungal exposure and sensitization to fungi, the homes of 20 children with allergic diseases (mainly bronchial asthma) were inspected for visible fungal growth and airborne viable fungal propagules were sampled. Inclusion criterion was sensitization to at least one of the tested fungi as shown by proof of specific IgE in serum. Twelve of 19 homes (63%) revealed a considerable amount of viable fungal propagules and/or visible fungal growth. Penicillium, Cladosporium, Aspergillus, Mycelia sterilia and yeasts were most prevalent. There was no clear-cut relationship to serologically proven sensitization.